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Homeowners in foreclosure have the 

right to stay in the home until the 

foreclosure is complete and many 

have the right to a conference with 

the court and lender to explore 

options to prevent foreclosure.  

Lenders have a legal obligation to 

secure and maintain vacant 

properties to prevent illegal use and 

to finish a foreclosure in a prompt 

manner.  

The City has a legal obligation to 

make sure every property meets the 

standards of the property 

maintenance codes, for the 

protection and safety of all.  

New York State  

Zombie Property Hotline 

800-342-3736 



 

Focused on Protecting 
Jamestown 

The City of Jamestown was hit by the 

nationwide foreclosure crisis. Properties 

have been abandoned by owners and 

unclaimed by banks. Enforcing the building 

code has been difficult where owners can’t 

be found and mortgage companies are slow 

to take title.  

A NEW EFFORT 

Through a grant from the Office of the 

Attorney General, provided through the 

Local Initiatives Support Corporation 

(LISC), the City of Jamestown has expanded 

code enforcement activity aimed at 

preventing abandonment of properties and 

transitioning vacant properties to safe and 

stable ownership.  

 

  

Prevention & Transition 

If you’re a homeowner in foreclosure, 

or worried that it may happen to you 

soon, contact our office for 

suggestions and information. We 

work with local lawyers and housing 

counselors who may be able to help 

or represent you in the foreclosure at 

low to no cost.   

If you’re noticing a vacant or 

abandoned property in your 

neighborhood that hasn’t been posted 

and secured, or has been reopened, 

contact the Department of 

Development (or the Jamestown 

Police Department in an emergency 

situation.)  

 

 

 

 

  

New York is a judicial foreclosure state. All 

foreclosures must follow a specific legal 

process in Supreme or County Court. The 

simplest case may still take a year or more. 

Often homeowners move from the 

property before the foreclosure is 

complete, leaving no one to keep up the 

property. Other times the banks never 

finish the foreclosure, leaving a property in 

legal limbo and with no one caring for the 

home. 

If you’re a homeowner, you have the right 

to stay in your home until you receive a 

formal notice that the foreclosure is 

complete. You also have the responsibility 

for upkeep and code compliance until the 

new owner takes over. Services are 

available to help you navigate foreclosure.  

If you’re a City resident with concerns 

about a specific property, our program can 

let you know whether it is in foreclosure 

and give you information, as well as 

providing building code inspection 

services.  
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