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City Council    ---   Proceedings by Authority 
 
State of New York 
City of Jamestown  ss: 
City Council Chambers 
 
 A public hearing of the Mayor of the City of Jamestown, New York was held on 
Monday, November 7, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Mayor Samuel Teresi called the Public Hearing to order and asked Director of Financial 
Services/City Clerk James N. Olson to read the public notice. 
 

201611A00.01 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Mayor of the City of Jamestown, New York will 

hold a Public Hearing at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, November 7, 2016 in the Police Training Room, 
Fourth Floor, Municipal Building, Jamestown, New York to consider the following Local Law: 

 

LOCAL LAW NUMBER 1 OF 2016 
 

A local law authorizing a property tax levy in excess of the limit established in General 
Municipal Law §3-c 

BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Jamestown, New York as follows: 
 

Section 1. Legislative Intent: It is the intent of this local law to allow the City of Jamestown to 
adopt a budget for the fiscal year commencing January 1, 2017 that requires a real property tax 
levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law § 3-c. 

Section 2.  Authority: This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal 
Law §3-c, which expressly authorizes a local government’s governing body to override the 
property tax cap for the coming fiscal year by the adoption of a local law approved by a vote of 
sixty percent (60%) of said governing body.   

Section 3.  Tax Levy Limit Override: The City Council of the City of Jamestown, County of 
Chautauqua, is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year commencing January 1, 
2017 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the amount otherwise prescribed in 
General Municipal Law §3-c.  

Section 4.  Severability: If a court determines that any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, 
or part of this local law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or 
circumstance is invalid or unconstitutional, the court’s order or judgment shall not affect, impair, 
or invalidate the remainder of this local law, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, 
sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this local law or in its application to the person, 
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individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which 
such judgment or order shall be rendered.  

Section 5.  Effective date: This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the 
Secretary of State.  

Samuel Teresi 

Mayor 

Publication Date: October 28, 2016 
 
Mayor Teresi asked if anyone present intended to speak for or against the Local Law Number 1. 
 
Mayor Teresi:  We have table mics here, so we ask that you please come up, sit at the 
table, state your name and legal address of residence. If you’re representing an organization, you 
can also mention that. We’d ask that you keep your comments to five minutes. I would like to 
note, for the record, that this is actually one of the final steps of the public hearing process. The 
public hearing process has been open since the local law was introduced and passed by the City 
Council at its previous meeting and open for comments online, mail, telephone and personal 
visit. And following the public hearing, in accordance with the process of the New York State 
Public Law process, I will be taking into consideration the input from the public from this public 
hearing process right through today’s public hearing and making a determination as to whether 
or not to sign or veto Local Law Number 1. If anybody would like to address the subject of the 
public hearing, I ask that you please come to the table. Again, state your full name, your legal 
address of residence as well as any organization that you may be representing.  
 

201611A00.02 
 
Lamont Dominico, 115 Cole Ave.: Being a taxpayer here, I’ve been retired for a few years and 
just to give you a little about my background; I retired, I supervised a plant in Ellicottville. I 
supervised five people. I did that for five, six years before I retired. I do know about how to run 
things and how thing should be run and how things could be changed and I was asked many 
ways to cut expenses in a plant. I had to do it every year because I had a budget. I had to stay 
within that budget. That’s what corporate executives made me do. And I did it, but I kept all my 
employees. There are ways. There are a lot of things going on here that could be changed and 
there are places that money could be saved. I know one time you had a meeting here where you 
got all of your department heads together. I tried to come and I couldn’t get in the room, it was 
so full of employees. I don’t know what came out of that, any cost savings or not, but I hear and 
see, still a lot of places that could be cut. Things that could be changed. They can’t be just status 
quo all the time. There is room for improvement. I think people have to look out of the box a 
little bit and see things. Maybe you ought to cut out all these studies, people taking vehicles 
home every night. They get vehicles. That was a no-no, even with the plant. A lot of things could 
be done and I went to college I was a senior designer and I had a very good job at GE, designing 
locomotives. I took civil engineering courses and my mechanical degree. I do know a little bit 
about how things are going.  
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Personally, I can’t take another tax increase. Were on a fixed income. People in this town 
are on social security. We got nothing last year. This year we’re going to get maybe .4%. that’s 
nothing. Housing stock in the city of Jamestown is basically overtaxed now. People can’t stay in 
their homes. Houses are falling apart – they can’t put money into housing. When you do go 
downtown to get some savings on upgrading your house, whatever you do, there’s a fee, there’s 
a fee, there’s a fee. If you want to go buy a window, you’ve got to buy a high-tech window that’s 
going to save you maybe fifteen, twenty years down the road. People can’t afford that. So they 
don’t qualify for these reliefs. Myself, I just put a furnace in, air conditioner. It was $6000.00. If 
I would have spent another $3000.00 and bought a high efficient one, I could’ve saved $150.00. 
I’m not going to spend $3000.00 more to qualify for $150.00 to save energy. I’ll do what I can 
do within the budget.  

I walk my dog around the city a lot during the day. I see things going on. I talk to people. 
And they’re all concerned. No one thinks they have a voice, no one wants to come down and 
speak up or do anything. I don’t know. I think this should be opened up again and maybe you 
ought to find other ways of cutting money. Maybe cut down some of these consultant fees. I was 
asked, when I worked at GE, that my department, five people, we all had to – every department 
had to put a budget in to save money within their department. I saved about 9-10% in my 
department and after three months it proved out. My supervisor only could save five or six. 
Guess where he went? He got let go. He got laid off. Because there is savings there, he couldn’t 
think out of the box, he couldn’t see it. Guess who got his job? I did. I didn’t make the money he 
was making, but I got an increase because I showed there is savings. I’m not talking about the 
fire department; I’m not talking about the police department. I don’t think there’s much you can 
do there and they’re hard-working people. There are other people, higher up in office, that have 
to think out of the box a little bit. They have to control some of these costs.  
 
Mayor Teresi:  Mr. Dominico, if I could ask for you to please sum up your thoughts 
because we need to try to stay within the five-minute rule here. You still do have the opportunity 
to provide further comments to us; either as part of this topic or any other topic relating to your 
budget. If I could ask you please, to sum up so that we can open up the floor to anybody else that 
would like to speak as well. 
 
Mr. Dominico: I’ll go back and say it again. I think you ought to look at your department 
heads and you ought to look at people within city hall. To start looking, very seriously at how 
things are run. This is my last comment. I live on Cole Avenue. One day, two guys came down 
the street, two guys in one truck, cleaned up a whole bunch of trees, picked up all the leaves by 
hand. They worked hard. I went out and offered them a drink, but they didn’t want any water. 
They worked hard, cut all the trees. Then a little later on, up the street, they’re trimming the trees 
again. What you have there is three trucks, a front loader, to trim three trees and five guys. They 
couldn’t pick up the branches and here they are, pushing them down the sidewalk with a front 
loader. To a pile. Then they’re trying to scoop it up to put it in the truck. The other guys had to 
physically pick it up. Right there is waste. The man hours, fuel, equipment and people. This goes 
on all over the place. I see it, other people see it. I think something could be done here. Maybe 
management; if they can’t save money, maybe they’ve been at their job too long. Maybe it’s time 
to put somebody else in there that can think out of the box and not have all these big studies 
going on, all of these consultant fees. There are people out there that are smart. There are people 
with the city that are smart and maybe they can do a better job than their supervisors.  
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Mayor Teresi:  Thank you Mr. Dominico. Thank you for coming. 
 
Mr. Dominico: Hope you folks have a good day. 
 
Mayor Teresi:  Please stay if you’d like for the rest of the hearing. 
 
Mr. Dominico: No, I’ve got some other things to do here in city hall. I’m just concerned 
and I’m a little frustrated. 
 
Mayor Teresi:  Thank you for coming. 
 
Mr. Dominico: I want to stay in my home and I want to stay in town, but it’s looking like 
my wife and I may have to sell our place and go somewhere and a little less stress. You take care 
and have a good day. 
 
Mayor Teresi:  You too. Thank you for coming. Is there anybody else that would like to 
speak to the topic of the public hearing which is Local Law Number 1? One thing I would like to 
remind everybody here; that copies of the full executive budget summary are available online on 
the city’s website, jamestownny.net and copies of the full line item budget with all salaries, line 
items in the budget, are available in my office, the City Clerk’s office and they’re also at the 
reference desk at the James Prendergast Library for review. Would anybody else like to speak to 
the local law? I ask for your indulgence and your understanding; please limit your comments to 
five minutes and again, your legal address of residence and full name. 
 

201611A00.03 
 
Doug Champ 225 Bowen Street:  Here we go again. Last year, it was two of us in this room; 
citizens. I really have a complaint against the time of this type of meeting at 9:00 on a Monday 
morning when people, who have to work, are working. I know it’s a choice you can make, but 
it’s an inappropriate choice in terms of citizens’ participation. I read a number of articles about 
apathy and anger and all the stuff associated with that and I know we all have time that we can 
interject our ideas and our format. But this is a time that you control. And a 9:00 public meeting 
is ridiculous.  
 Now the topic of discussion; this city needs a game change. It needs something seriously 
that changes the mold that we operate on; lottery economics. We are trying to go out and get 
money that we don’t have. We’re using it as an opportunity to say that we’re not as bad off as we 
are, but in reality, we’re trying to obtain different funding sources that we have no control over. 
But we do have control over some things. One thing is trying to grow this city; the assessed 
valuation. It hasn’t worked too well. Why hasn’t it worked well? Because you haven’t marketed 
the assets that we have. The economic development engine in the Board of Public Utilities, sits 
there as a golden egg for redevelopment of opportunities that can be bringing in from places 
outside of this area for the use of those services. I know that you know what I’ve done; and I 
won’t get into that now, but I’m also working on some international stuff. I’m trying to recruit 
interest in western New York. They don’t want to come to Jamestown because of the lack of 
insolvency that’s here. I’m going to offer some options for you to consider and I believe 
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probably none of these options will be considered because many times, this is a place where 
ideas go to die. Abolish the Department of Development. Totally. Have a Rural Development 
Agency representing municipalities around the City of Jamestown. That can be done because it 
doesn’t link itself up with the public service requirements and public safety thresholds that are 
there. Grant writing, administrative duties, all this stuff is part of consolidation objectives on the 
state level, so the possibility is there. It also would change, I think, a regional approach to what 
the metro five are trying to do; working together. So, this Department of Development that we 
have and I know there are reasons why it exists, but I’m looking at a game change here. I’m not 
taking cars and leaving them in the parking garage overnight, save some money, but not very 
much money.  
 In addition to that, I’ve proposed in the past, that you look at providing the opportunity 
for contractual services so you would eliminate some of the stuff that the city is doing; such as, 
leaf pickup. Which to me, is a crazy, inefficient system that you have anyway, it leads to 
equipment breakdown and we’re not really in a position now, the leaves are dropping late; will 
continue to drop late, so you’re going to be sandwiched in between winter and fall, which is 
highly inefficient. So, you should have a dedicated source for leave pick up, not the city.  
 In addition to that, the whole aspect of tax increases affect the way the city is looked at. 
It’s viability. Whether it’s solvent or insolvent. How does the city get money? We raise taxes, 
add fees, fines, a variety of other sources which are intrusive, but necessary. I understand that. 
Unless the city grows it’s assessed valuation, so the ratio of what you’re talking about over the 
last five years, the constitutional taxing limit is never going to be met. We’re always going to be 
up against it. When was the last time we all felt positive that we could have a 5 or 10% tax 
decrease? It’s not going to happen. So now we’re looking at consolidation of the police 
department. That study, as you know Mayor, has been going on for almost ten years. And so far 
nothing really viable has come in place with that. $25,000.00 a year savings for the next year? 
Maybe down the road, maybe more? We’re not there yet. In addition to that, the amount of 
money that this community has lost; not only with the fact that we have a tax acceleration above 
the tax limitation based on a constitutional tax limit. We’re not going to probably even get the 
other dollar value, which is also out there, which we would be eligible for if we came below the 
tax limit. That’s the other financial award for being in New York State for property taxes being 
too high. That estimate is around $185.00 per person who owns a property. I’m sure you’re 
aware of that. So, we forfeit that because the school system is kept below the constitutional 
taxing limit on their part. We meet the threshold criteria of the city based on income, we have the 
STAR program in effect, but we haven’t’ been able to align ourselves with the tax freeze. 
 
Mayor Teresi:  Mr. Champ, if I could ask, you’ve already gone over your allotment of 
time. Could I ask you to please sum up with your final points so we can move on? 
 
Mr. Champ:  I think the point is this; that the Mayor and the City Council needs a game 
change here. We can’t go into next year with ifs and possibilities. Hoping that the retirees are 
going to take the plan. So really, what you are is you’re almost $1.5 million, not $800,000.00 in 
unbalanced budget. So, let’s face the fact, you may not get that, so what’s going to happen? 
You’re going to have to finance that type of debt; which is going to cost more money. So, the 
only way this city can get out of debt is to grow the city. And you’re not growing it that way. 
You’ve got to use the assets that you have and so far, all you’ve done, in the past, is you’ve taken 
the assets out of the utility and you’ve applied it to the general fund. Which you can do. But it 
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has a detrimental effect on the Board of Public Utilities, which you have seen happen this year. 
Thank you. 
 
Mayor Teresi:  Thank you Mr. Champ. Is there anybody else who would like to speak to 
the topic of Local Law Number 1? 
 

201611A00.04 
 
Ricky Turner 45 E. Summit Ave., Lakewood, N.Y: I’m representing Blackstone Advanced 
Technologies, the manufacturer down the road here. So, my comments are going to be a little bit 
– significantly more brief than the previous two individuals. My concern as a young business 
owner and individual in the community is, what the plan is five years from now or ten years from 
now. Because there doesn’t seem to be one. We’ve been borrowing from the BPU to make the 
budget for the last several years and this year, that is not as much of an option for the city and so 
the only option from your perspective is to raise taxes. What are we going to do next year, or the 
following year or twenty years from now? There’s just not any movement and it’s very 
discouraging as a young person in the community. I know I’m one of the youngest ones here, but 
there’s not a lot of young people coming back to the area and this doesn’t help. That’s all I have 
to add. And to second Doug’s comment; the 9:00 am meeting on Monday, we can do better than 
that. There should be as many voices as possible here and this doesn’t help. Thank you. 
 
Mayor Teresi:  Thank you Mr. Turner. Two comments – a few comments actually – 
number one, the purpose of this public hearing is for me to listen, not to engage or debate back 
and forth or providing long answers to questions. Number two, I would like to share with you a 
little bit of my experience on scheduling public hearings; no matter what time of the day – and 
we’ve scheduled public hearings at different times; 9:00 am, 3:00 in the afternoon, 7:00 at night. 
We are always going to find a segment of the community that is not able to make whatever time 
we schedule. That’s the reason why we have a public hearing process, not just a public hearing. 
It’s open for comments before, during the public hearing; this is one stage of it, as well as after. I 
have time after today’s public hearing to decide whether I’m going to be signing this local law or 
not. This is not signing the budget into effect. The budget process is still ongoing until December 
1st, where the council, the administration and I are working to try and find ways to improve upon 
the starting point budget that was delivered on October 11th. The third point, as part of the 
continuing process, you may be aware, you may not be aware, but Mr. Tranum and I have 
arranged a meeting on October 18th at his request with members of the Board of the 
Manufacturer’s Association and the Chamber of Commerce to discuss more of these particular 
type of specific ideas that you may have and also to get into more details about what some of the 
specific moves and long-range plans are. I’m not sure if you’re part of that meeting or not; you 
may want to talk to Mr. Tranum afterwards and join the group as part of that. This is not the 
budget process in and of itself, this is an opportunity for me to listen to you on the topic of Local 
Law Number 1, which is exceeding the property tax cap, which this year I believe, is not a 2% 
cap at the state level. I believe it is a .67% tax cap on municipalities. With that, is there anybody 
else that would like to address the public hearing? Please come to the table, state your full name 
and address of residence. 
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201611A00.05 

 
Kathy Hedstrand 405 Norton Ave.: Thank you. I recently moved back into the city; it was about 
five years ago, that’s still recent to me. I was born and raised here. I love the City of Jamestown. 
Every year I’ve been here, been back, the taxes have gone up. I am a single person, owning a 
home in a nice area that I have tried very hard to refurbish. I just gave up my second job after 28 
years. I’ve been working two jobs for 28 years and at my age I’m tired. So, I have one job. I 
work at Falconer High School, which is a decent job for one person. The taxes that I pay for my 
home are more than 66% of my entire mortgage.  

A lot of good is going on in the city, but we’re tending to rely on tourism for the 
increased revenue. There are only two ways to balance. You either decrease your expenses, or 
you increase your revenue. I don’t know how much more you can put on the backs of the 
taxpayers. I also have an issue with the 9:00 meeting. I took a vacation day in order to come to 
this meeting. I am not as educated on the budget as I should be, but I will request a line item of 
the budget before I leave if that’s possible. I have gotten on the website on several occasions just 
to check on what’s going on in the town. I think the only way that we’re going to be able to 
alleviate some of the burden that the taxpayers have is that we have got to figure out how to 
increase business to come back into the city. They’re the ones that are going to be making all the 
money. Small businesses also. We have to encourage small business. We’ve got a lot of open 
buildings, a lot of empty buildings that we have to figure out what to do with. My final 
comments are; if we can also incorporate other community agencies. It’s really sad that there is a 
lack of involvement of the residents here. I’m very surprised. I wasn’t sure how many people 
were going to come. But to continue to just count on the back of the taxpayers of the City of 
Jamestown, will ultimately find the working people leaving. That’s my final comment, thank 
you. 
 
Mayor Teresi:  Thank you. If you can stay around, we’ll get you a copy of the summary 
of the budget before you leave. 
 

201611A00.06 
 

Todd Tranum:  Good morning. Todd Tranum, I’m President and CEO of the Chautauqua 
County Chamber of Commerce and I also serve as Executive Director of the Manufacturers 
Association of the Southern Tier, 512 Falconer Street. I reside at 5639 Rivulet Avenue in Maple 
Springs and also own residential property at 345 Crossman Street in Jamestown. Mayor, we’re 
asking you to veto the tax cap override for three reasons: Increasing taxes is a deterrent for 
private investment in both residential and commercial properties. The deterioration of housing 
stock, an exodus of homeowners from the city is evidence that increasing taxes has been 
detrimental to both homeowners and business owners.  
 Secondly, the city is asking taxpayers to continue to carry the financial burden when 
there’s not a clear financial or economic development growth plan in place to demonstrate how 
the city is going to climb out of this financial distress. This point has been reinforced by the New 
York State Comptroller’s Office through their audit, which raised concerns pertaining to lack of 
financial forecasting over the past several years.  
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 The third reason, and the final point, is that overriding the tax cap is preventing nearly 
7300 homeowners in Jamestown from receiving tax rebate checks from New York State. We 
estimate that over $1 million did not come to Jamestown homeowners last year because of the 
tax cap override. We estimate that another $1 million will not come to Jamestown homeowners 
this year as a result of this tax cap override. That’s $2 million that would work its way back into 
our local economy, supporting our local businesses and supporting local jobs. Again, we ask you 
to veto the tax cap override. Thank you. 
 
Mayor Teresi:  Thank you. Is there anybody else that would like to speak to the subject of 
the public hearing? 
 

201611A00.07 
 
Gregory Lindquist 21 LaSalle Ave.:  Executive Director of Jamestown Renaissance 
Corporation. I’m here today speaking on behalf of myself as a resident and property tax owner 
and not on behalf of any corporation. I am proud to call Jamestown my hometown and have done 
so since 1958. We’ve heard, this morning, a number of reasons as to why we need a veto of this 
tax cap override bill. I would encourage you to consider every statement that was made this 
morning, in particular the business growth plan that is so vitally needed. I believe as President 
Obama indicated, we cannot cut ourselves out of our way to prosperity. We need to be able to 
deliver a pro-growth plan that will balance the needs of the small business and entrepreneurs 
against the needs of the city and the needs of providing vital services. Mr. Mayor, there are 
probably 10,000 reasons why you should just sign the Local Law 1 into law. There is only one 
reason why you would not do so and that’s because it’s the right thing to do to veto. Thank you. 
 
Mayor Teresi asked three times if anyone else wished to speak for or against the proposed Local 
Law Number 1 of 2016. 
 
Mayor Teresi:  Thank you all for attending. The budget process remains open for input 
and comments to both me, members of the City Council and members of the executive budget 
team. We are going to continue to work on this process; we anticipate having the budget in place 
by December 1st and again, I thank you all for your attendance, your concern and your 
willingness to work with us on addressing the issues before us as well as the long-term needs of 
the community.  
 
There being no one, the public hearing was adjourned. 
       

James N. Olson 
      Director of Financial Services/City Clerk 
 

 


